DEVOTIONAL ON LIFE AFTER DEATH

1.

From the Christian Holy Writings:
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

Il Corinthians

From Muslim Holy Writings:
You prefer this life, although the life to come is better and more enduring.
Qur’an

From the Bahai Holy Writings:
The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is different from that of
the child while still in the womb of its mother. When the soul attains the Presence of
God, it will assume the form that best befits its immortality and is worthy of its celestial
habitation.

Baha'u’llah

2. From the Muslim Holy writings:

O people! Fear God, and whatever you do, do it anticipating death. Try to
attain everlasting blessing in return for transitory and perishable wealth,
power, and pleasures of this world. Be prepared for a fast passage because
here you are destined for a short stay. Always be ready for death, for you are
living under its shadow. Be wise like people who have heard the message of
God and have taken a warning from it...You must remember to gather from
this life such harvest as will be of use and help to you hereafter .

Every breath you take is a step toward death.

FROM THE BAHA'’l sacred writings:
3.
O SON OF THE SUPREME!

| have made death a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost thou grieve? |
made the light to shed on thee its splendor. Why dost thou veil thyself
therefrom?

O SON OF MAN!

Sorrow not save that thou art far from Us. Rejoice not save that thou art
drawing near and returning unto Us.




O COMPANION OF MY THRONE!

4. Hear no evil, and see no evil, abase not thyself, neither sigh and weep.
Speak no evil, that thou mayest not hear it spoken unto thee, and magnify not
the faults of others that thine own faults may not appear great; and wish not
the abasement of anyone, that thine own abasement be not exposed. Live
then the days of thy life, that are less than a fleeting moment, with thy mind
stainless, thy heart unsullied, thy thoughts pure, and thy nature sanctified, so
that, free and content, thou mayest put away this mortal frame, and repair
unto the mystic paradise and abide in the eternal kingdom for evermore.

5. When we find truth, constancy, fidelity, and love, we are happy; but if we
meet with lying, faithlessness, and deceit, we are miserable. These are all
things pertaining to the soul, and are not bodily ills. Thus, it is apparent that
the soul, even as the body, has its own individuality. But if the body
undergoes a change, the spirit need not be touched. When you break a glass
on which the sun shines, the glass is broken, but the sun still shines! If a cage
containing a bird is destroyed, the bird is unharmed! If a lamp is broken, the
flame can still burn bright! The same thing applies to the spirit of man.
Though death destroy his body, it has no power over his spirit - this is eternal,
everlasting, both birthless and deathless. As to the soul of man after death, it
remains in the degree of purity to which it has evolved during life in the
physical body, and after it is freed from the body it remains plunged in the
ocean of God's Mercy.

6. To consider that after the death of the body the spirit perishes, is like
imagining that a bird in a cage will be destroyed if the cage is broken, though
the bird has nothing to fear from the destruction of the cage. Our body is like
the cage, and the spirit is like the bird. We see that without the cage this bird
flies in the world of sleep; therefore if the cage becomes broken, the bird will
continue and exist: its feelings will be even more powerful, its perceptions
greater, and its happiness increased.

7. Those who have ascended have different attributes from those who are still
on earth, yet there is no real separation. In prayer there is a mingling of
station, a mingling of condition. Pray for them as they pray for you!

8. And now concerning thy question regarding the soul of man and its survival
after death. Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation from the
body, will continue to progress until it attaineth the presence of God, in a state
and condition which neither the revolution of ages and centuries, nor the
changes and chances of this world, can alter. It will endure as long as the



Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His dominion and power will endure. It will
manifest the signs of God and His attributes, and will reveal His loving-
kindness and bounty.

The movement of My Pen is stilled when it attempteth to befittingly describe
the loftiness and glory of so exalted a station. The honor with which the Hand
of Mercy will invest the soul is such as no tongue can adequately reveal, nor
any other earthly agency describe. Blessed is the soul which, at the hour of its
separation from the body, is sanctified from the vain imaginings of the peoples
of the world.

Such a soul liveth and moveth in accordance with the Will of its Creator, and
entereth the all-highest Paradise. The Maids of Heaven, inmates of the loftiest
mansions, will circle around it, and the Prophets of God and His chosen ones
will seek its companionship. With them that soul will freely converse, and will
recount unto them that which it hath been made to endure in the path of God,
the Lord of all worlds. If any man be told that which hath been ordained for
such a soul in the worlds of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of earth
below, his whole being will instantly blaze out in his great longing to attain that
most exalted, that sanctified and resplendent station.

9. Know thou that the soul of man is exalted above, and is independent of all
infirmities of body or mind. That a sick person showeth signs of weakness is
due to the hindrances that interpose themselves between his soul and his
body, for the soul itself remaineth unaffected by any bodily ailments.
Consider the light of the lamp. Though an external object may interfere with
its radiance, the light itself continueth to shine with undiminished power. In
like manner, every malady afflicting the body of man is an impediment that
preventeth the soul from manifesting its inherent might and power. When it
leaveth the body, however, it will evince such ascendancy, and reveal such
influence as no force on earth can equal. Every pure, every refined and
sanctified soul will be endowed with tremendous power, and shall rejoice with
exceeding gladness.

Likewise, consider the sun which hath been obscured by the clouds. Observe
how its splendor appeareth to have diminished, when in reality the source of
that light hath remained unchanged. The soul of man should be likened unto
this sun, and all things on earth should be regarded as his body. So long as
no external impediment interveneth between them, the body will, in its
entirety, continue to reflect the light of the soul, and to be sustained by its
power. As soon as, however, a veil interposeth itself between them, the
brightness of that light seemeth to lessen.

Consider again the sun when it is completely hidden behind the clouds.
Though the earth is still illumined with its light, yet the measure of light which it
receiveth is considerably reduced. Not until the clouds have dispersed, can
the sun shine again in the plenitude of its glory. Neither the presence of the
cloud nor its absence can, in any way, affect the inherent splendor of the sun.



The soul of man is the sun by which his body is illumined, and from which it
draweth its sustenance...

Consider, moreover, how the fruit, ere it is formed, lieth potentially within the
tree. Were the tree to be cut into pieces, no sign nor any part of the fruit,
however small, could be detected. When it appeareth, however, it
manifesteth itself, as thou hast observed, in its wondrous beauty and glorious
perfection. Certain fruits, indeed, attain their fullest development only after
being severed from the tree.

10. Consider how a being, in the world of the womb, was deaf of ear and
blind of eye, and mute of tongue; how he was bereft of any perceptions at all.
But once, out of that world of darkness, he passed into this world of light, then
his eye saw, his ear heard, his tongue spoke. In the same way, once he hath
hastened away from this mortal place into the Kingdom of God, then he will be
born in the spirit; then the eye of his perception will open, the ear of his soul
will hearken, and all the truths of which he was ignorant before will be made
plain and clear.

11. The progress of man's spirit in the divine world, after the severance of its
connection with the body of dust, is through the bounty and grace of the Lord
alone, or through the intercession and the sincere prayers of other human
souls, or through the charities and important good works which are performed
in its name.

12. As to the question whether the souls will recognize each other in the
spiritual world: This fact is certain; for the Kingdom is the world of vision
where all the concealed realities will become disclosed. How much more the
well-known souls will become manifest. The mysteries of which man is
heedless in this earthly world, those he will discover in the heavenly world,
and there will he be informed of the secret of truth; how much more will he
recognize or discover persons with whom he hath been associated.
Undoubtedly, the holy souls who find a pure eye and are favored with insight
will, in the kingdom of lights, be acquainted with all mysteries, and will seek
the bounty of witnessing the reality of every great soul. Even they will
manifestly behold the Beauty of God in that world. Likewise will they find all
the friends of God, both those of the former and recent times, present in the
heavenly assemblage.



